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X.—Review of the Specimens of 'Trochilide in the Paris Mu- 
seum, brought by D’ Orbigny from South America. By D. 
G. Error, F.R.S.E. &c. 


Minprut of the importance of always referring to the types 
of described species of birds or mammals, when possible, in 
order to ascertain exactly what an author may have had before 
him when bestowing for the first time a name upon any 
animal, I have lately passed in review such of the specimens 
of D’Orbigny’s Humming-birds as are still to be found in 
the Paris Museum, which are mentioned by himself and 
Lafresnaye in their ‘Synopsis Avium;’ and I have embo- 
died in the present paper whatever remarks seemed neces- 
sary regarding them. It is not always easy to ascertain the 
species to which some particular specimen of Humming- 
bird belongs, even when the example is present, as all Tro- 
chilidists well know, much less when a short and imperfect 
description of some of the earlier writers is all the light given 
upon which to form an opinion. It therefore seemed de- 
sirable that D’Orbigny’s specimens should be critically ex- 
amined, as being among the most important of the earlier 
collections made of these difficult birds. Some of the species 
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mentioned by him are not represented among his specimens 
in the Museum; and in certain instances, where he has re- 
ferred them to a well-determined species represented by 
Lesson in one or other of his works on this family, I have 
retained them under the modern name of such species; but 
in cases where the indications are either imperfect or do not 
exist at all, it seems to me that it will be necessary to exclude 
D’Orbigny’s names from the nomenclature of the group, as, 
access to his specimens failing, there remains no possible 
way of ascertaining what were the species he intended to 
describe. | 

I desire to express my thanks to Prof. A. Milne-Edwards 
and to Mons. E. Oustalet, Aide-Naturaliste, for the great 
facilities afforded me in examining the specimens and records 
relating to them in the Museum under their charge. 

The species, in the following remarks, are arranged in the 
order in which they stand in the ‘Synopsis Avium.’ 


PATAGONA GIGAS. 

Trochilus gigas, Vieill. Gal. Ois. pl. 180. 

Ornismya gigantea, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. 11. p. 26, sp. 1. 
Hab. Cochabamba, La Paz, Chuquisaca, Valparaiso. 
Several specimens of this species brought by D’Orbigny. 


EUPETOMENA MACRURA. 

Trochilus macrourus, Gmel. Syst. Nat. p. 487. 

Ornismya macrourus, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 26, 
sp. 2. 

Hab. Chiquitos, Moxos. 

No specimens of this bird in the Museum, from D’Orbigny. 


CoMETES SPARGANURUS. 

Trochilus sparganurus, Shaw, Gen. Zool. vol. vii. p. 291, 
pl. 31. 

Ornismya chrysurus, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 26, 
sp. 3. 

Hab. Yungas. 

Mounted specimens. 
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CoMETES PHAON. 

Cometes phaon, Gould, P. Z. S. 1847, p. 31. 

Ornismya chrysurus, var., D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 27, 
sp. 4. 

Hab. La Paz, Sicasica. 

Mounted specimens, male and female. This is undoubt- 
edly the bird described aferwards by Gould as C. phaon, but 
which D’Orbigny regarded as only a variety of C. spar- 
ganurus. 


LESBIA NUNA. 

Lesbia nuna, Less. Suppl. Ois.-Mouches, p. 169, pl. 35. 

Ornismya gouldii, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 27, sp. 5. 

Hab. Enquisivi and Sicasica. 

I place O. gouldi, D’Orbigny, as Lesbia nuna, Less., 
from the fact that I was unable to find any specimen of L. 
gouldi brought by D’Orbigny in the Museum; but there 
are three of L. nuna, a male and two females, mounted in 
the gallery. The measurement given of the lateral rec- 
trices of 54! I do not understand. If centimetres are in- 
tended it is too short even for the tail of a female of L. gouldi. 
If 154 is intended, it would be about the right length for 
L. nuna, but too long for L. gouldi. I am under the im- 
pression that as 203 centim. is given as the total length, 
154 centim. was meant for that of the tail, which is the mea- 
surement of the tail of L. nuna. The male specimen has no 
locality given on the ticket beyond ‘ Amérique méridionale ;’ 
but the two females are marked as from Sicasica, Bolivia. 


THALURANIA NIGROFASCIATA. 

Trochilus nigrofasciata, Gould, P. Z. S. 1846, p. 89. 

Ornismya furcata, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 27, 
sp. 6. 

Hab. Chiquitos, Santa Cruz, Moxos. 

Three skins, two males and one female, brought by D’Or- 
bigny from Yungas, Santa Cruz, and Moxos respectively, 
numbered on their tickets 324, are in the collection. I could 
not find any example from Chiquitos. They all belong to 7. 
nigrofasciata, Gould. 
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ERIOCNEMIS GLAUCOPOIDES. 

Ornismya le D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 27, 
sp. 7. 

Trochilus @orbignyi, Boure. & Muls. Ann. Sc. Phys. et Nat. 
Lyon, 1846, p. 320. 

Hab. Valle Grande, Bolivia. 

A single specimen from the above locality, belonging to 
the. genus Eriocnemis, is the type of Ornismya glaucopoides 
of D’Orbigny. It was afterwards described by Bourcier and 
Mulsant as Trochilus dorbignyi (l. c.), and has been always 
known to naturalists as Eriocnemis dorbignyt. The name 
given by MM. Bourcier and Mulsant will now have to 
become a synonym of the one bestowed upon the species 
by D’Orbigny, which has priority of eight years! It isa 
very rare species, the type still remaining unique, no one 
having met with the bird since it was first discovered. 


CHLOROSTILBON SPLENDIDUS. 

Ornismya aureoventris, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. 11. p. 28, 
sp. 8. 

Trochilus splendidus, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat. tom. vii. 
p. 361. 

Hab. Moxos, Cochabamba, Yungas, and Corrientes. 

A single skin of this species from Cochabamba, numbered 
297; two mounted specimens from Corrientes and Moxos 
respectively ; and a third with only “ Bolivia?” given as the 
habitat. 


ACESTRURA MULSANTI. 

Ornismya mulsanti, Bourc. Ann. Sc. Phys. et Nat. Leer. 
1842, p. 344, t. xx. 

Ornismya cyanopogon, D°Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 28, 
sp. 9 (nec Lesson). 

Hab. Yungas. 

A single mounted specimen in the Museum, brought by 
D’Orbigny from Yungas, is that of an adult male 4. mul- 
santi. Four others in skin are those of females and young. 
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RHODOPIS VESPER. 
_ Ornismya vesper, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 28, sp. 10; 
Less. Ois.-Mouches, pl. 19. 

Hab. Tacna, Peru. 

No specimen of D’Orbigny’s is to be found. 


CALLIPERIDIA ANGELA, 
= Ornismya angele, Less. Ill. Zool. pls. 45,46; D’Orb. & Lafr. 
Syn. Av. 1. p. 28, sp. 11. 

Hab. Corrientes. 

Two skins of females, numbered on their tickets 154, both 
from Corrientes. 


PETASOPHORA SERRIROSTRIS. 

Trochilus serrirostris, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat. tom. vil. 
p. 399. 

Ornismya petasophora, D’Orb. & Lit Syn. Av. ii. p. 28, 
sp. 12. 

Hab. Yungas. 

A specimen of P. serrirostris, A ‘by D’Orbigny, is 
mounted in the gallery of the Paris Museum. This is the 
only instance, that I am aware of, in which this species has been 
procured in Bolivia, as it isa Brazilian bird, found commonly 
between Bahia and Rio Janeiro. It is the only species of 
Petasophora obtained by D’Orbigny. 


EUSTEPHANUS FERNANDENSIS. 
Trochilus fernandensis, King, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1830, p. 30. 
Ornismya fernandensis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 29, 
sp. 13. 
= Hab. Juan Fernandez. 
A male and female in the collection, from Juan Fernandez. 


AGLEACTES PAMELA. 

Ornismya pamela, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 29, sp. 14. 

Orthorhynchus pamela, D’Orb. Voy. Ois. p. 375, t. Ix. f. 1. 

Hab. Yungas. 

The type mounted, being the only specimen in the col- 
lection. 
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HELIOMASTER LONGIROSTRIS. 

Trochilus longirostris, Vieill. Ois. Dor. tom. i. p. 107, pl. 59. 

Ornismya longirostris, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 29, 
sp. 15. 

Hab. Guarayos. 

There is no specimen marked O. longirostris of D’Orbigny’s 
in the Museum. As, however, he refers to it O. superba, 
Less. Ois.-Mouches, pl. 2, I have assigned his name to He- 
liomaster longirostris. 


EUSTEPHANUS GALERITUS. 

Trochilus galeritus, Lath. Ind. Orn. vol. 1. p. 304. 

Ornismya sephanoides, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 29, 
sp. 16; Less. Ois.-Mouches, pl. 14. 

Hab. Valparaiso. 

No specimen in the collection from D’Orbigny’s voyage. 


HYLOCHARIS CYANEA. 

Trochilus cyanus, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. d’ Hist. Nat. tom. xxiii. 
p. 426. 

Ornismya cyana, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 30, sp. 17. 

Hab. Guarayos. 

A mounted specimen in adult plumage, but without any 
locality indicated on the ticket. There is also a skin of a 
young individual from Guarayos. 


THAUMATIAS ALBIVENTRIS. 

Ornismya albiventris, Less. Ois.-Mouches, p. 209, t. 76; 
D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 30, sp. 18. 

Hab. Moxos. 

A mounted specimen of this species. The habitat, however,. 
is not given upon the stand. 


LEUCOCHLORIS ALBICOLLIS. 

Trochilus albicollis, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. Hist. Nat. tom. xxiii. 
p. 426. | 

Ornismya albicollis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 80, sp. 19; 
Less. Ois.-Mouches, pl. 63. 

Hab. Yungas, Chaluani. 

No specimen of D’Orbigny’s is in the Museum, 
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CHLOROSTILBON PRASINA. 


Ornismya prasina, Less. Ois.-Mouches, p. 188, pl. 65. 
Ornismya mellisuga, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 80, sp. 20. 
Hab. Yungas, Sicasica, Ayupaya. 

A specimen of C. prasina, Less., brought by D’Orbigny 
from Ayupaya, as ascertained by the Museum Catalogue, 
I believe to be the O. mellisuga of the ‘Synopsis Avium,’ 
for the following reasons :—The locality of Ayupaya is only 
given twice among D’Orbigny’s examples; and the present spe- 
cimen is the only Humming-bird brought by him that I have 
been able to find in the Museum as having come from that 
place, excepting the Metallura smaragdinicollis, about which 
there cannot be any difficulty. This would seem to point it 
out as the one intended by him as O. mellisuga. In the 
Museum Catalogue it is called the Saphir-émeraude, no Latin 
name having been employed. The next species of the ‘Syn- 
opsis’ he gives is O. bicolor ; and he asks if that is not the 
young of the Saphir-émeraude, “ Junior avis? le Saphir- 
émeraude,” as though he had in his mind. the present 
species, which he called in the Museum Catalogue by that 
name. ‘These two circumstances seem to show that we 
shall not probably go wrong if we place D’Orbigny’s O. mel- 
lisuga as a synonym of Chlorostilbon prasina (Less.).. Again 
M. Beauperthuy has placed in the gallery a specimen of C. 
prasina which bears on the ticket the name O. mellisuga. 
This seems to me also an indication that D’Orbigny’s name 
was intended for the same species. 


Two specimens of the bird called Ornismya bicolor by 
D’Orbigny are in the Museum, numbered 349 and 885. One 
of them, a male, is mounted, and has upon the stand Circe 
doubledayt in the handwriting of Bourcier; the other, a skin 
of a female in very poor condition, is marked on the label 
‘Yungas, in D’Orbigny’s writing. They are rather small 
delicately shaped birds, of a species apparently undescribed, 
belonging to the genus Thaumatias. Most certainly they 
have nothing to do with Circe doubledayi. I propose to call 
the species 
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THAUMATIAS NEGLECTUS. 

Ornismya bicolor, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i1. p. 30, sp. 21. 

Hab. Yungas and Moxos, Bolivia. 

Male. Top of head, nape, and mantle metallic green ; throat 
and upper part of breast brilliant metallic blue, the white base 
of the feathers on the throat and breast showing conspicuously 
amid the blue; but this may be caused by the plumage of the 
specimen being disarranged. Back, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts light greenish bronze. Wings purplish. Flanks and 
lower part of breast shining green. Abdomen whitish. Under 
tail-coverts pale brown, margined with white. Tail pale 
greenish bronze; a subterminal black bar, as in many species 
of Thaumatias, is present upon all the feathers excepting 
the two median ones. Bill very slender and pointed. Maxilla 
black; mandible flesh-colour. Feet black. Total length 
3+ inches, wing 2, tail 14, bill 3. 

Female. Head and upper parts, sides of throat, and flanks 
shining grass-green. Centre of throat and underparts whitish, 
apparently spotted with metallic light green. Tail like that 
of the male, tips of lateral feathers whitish. Under tail- 
` coverts whitish. Wing purple. Maxilla broken off, the base 
black; mandible flesh-colour. Feet black. Length 32 inches, 
wing 2, tail 14, bill 2. 

This specimen is in a very poor state, and the colour of 
some parts is difficult to make out correctly. Some of the 
tail-feathers are wanting; those that remain resemble the. 
rectrices of the male. 

Thaumatias neglectus cannot be confounded with other 
species of the genus, as it does not resemble any of them. 


CHRYSURONIA CHRYSURA. 

Ornismya chrysura, Less. Ois.-Mouches, Suppl. p. 107, pl. 4. 
Ormsmya ruficollis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 80, sp. 22. 
Hab. Santa Cruz, San Juan de Chiquitos, Yungas. 

I place O. ruficollis, D’Orb., as a synonym of C. chrysura, 
from the fact that I find a specimen brought from San Juan 
by D’Orbigny in the gallery of the Paris Museum, which 
answers very well to his description. It is the only species 
to which I can refer O. ruficollis. l 
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METALLURA SMARAGDINICOLLIS. 

Ornismya smaragdinicollis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. 
p. 31, sp. 28. . 

Orthorhynchus smaragdinicollis, D’Orb. Voy. Ois. p. 375, 
ty ix. 4.2. 

Hab. Yanacache, Prov. Yungas; Palca, Prov. Ayupaya. 

Represented only by the mounted type, the locality of 
which is given as Ayupaya. 


HELIANGELUS AMETHYSTICOLLIS. 

Ornismya amethysticollis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 31, 
sp. 24. : 

Orthorhynchus amethysticollis, D’Orb. Voy. Ois. p. 376, 
Gables fe, | 

Hab. Territory of the Yuracares Indians. 

Represented by the mounted type. 


THAUMASTURA CORA. 

Ornismya core, Less.; D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 31, 
sp. 25. 

Hab. Lima, Peru. 

A poor skin of an immature individual, numbered on the 
ticket 340. 


LAMPORNIS VIOLICAUDA. 

Trochilus violicauda, Bodd. Tab. Pl. Enl. D’Aubenton, 
p. 41. no. 671. . 
Trochilus mango, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ü. p. 382, 
sp. 26. 

Hab. Moxos, Guarayos. 

Represented by several mounted specimens. 


PHAETHORNIS SUPERCILIOSUS. : 

Trochilus superciliosus, Linn. Syst. Nat. tom. i. p. 189; 
D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. i. p. 82, sp, 27; Less. Colib. pl. 5. 

Hab. Guarayos. 

No specimen of D’Orbigny’s is in the collection. 


PYGMORNIS PYGMEUS. 
Trochilus pygmeus, Spix, Ay. Bras. p. 78, pl. 80. fig. 1. 
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Trochilus brasiliensis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 32, 
sp. 28. 

Hab. Yuracares, Guarayos. 

A mutilated skin, without any tail, but apparently belong- 
ing to P. pygymeus. The ticket bears the number 376. 


THRENETES LEUCURUS. 

Trochilus leucurus, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 190; D’Orb. & 
Lafr. Syn. Av. 1i. p. 32, sp. 29. 

Hab. Yuracares. 

A single specimen of D’Orbigny’s is in the Museum. 


PoLYTMUS VIRESCENS. 

Trochilus thaumantias, Linn. Syst. Nat. i. p. 190. 
Trochilus viridis, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ï. p. 32, sp. 30. 
Hab. Moxos. 

An adult specimen, mounted, of this species. 


OREOTROCHILUS ESTELLE. 

Trochilus estella, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 82, sp. 31; 
D’Orb. Voy. Ois. p. 376, t. Ixi. £. 1. 

Hab. La Paz. 

Represented by the type specimen, mounted. 


OREOTROCHILUS ADELÆ. 

Trochilus adela, D’Orb. & Lafr. Syn. Av. ii. p. 33, sp. 32 ; 
D’Orb. Voy. Ois. p. 377, pl. Ixi. f. 2. 

Hab. Chuquisaca. 

Represented by the type specimen, mounted. 


XI.—WNotes on two Birds from the Fiji Islands. 
` By T. Satvaport, C.M.Z.S. 


I nave lately had the opportunity of examining specimens of 
two interesting birds, récently described, from the Fiji Islands. 
They belong to Count Turati’s collection. 

Two specimens, male and female, are labelled, in Mr. 
Layard’s handwriting, “ Rhipidura albicollis, Layard, N’Gila, 
Taviuni, Fiji.” This name is to be found in ‘The Ibis,’ 1876, 


